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To help honor their parents and their childhood home in St. Paul’s old Rondo
neighborhood, sisters Diane Jones Smith and Marion Jones Kennon created a family
tree. The tree is now part of a history walk on the new Rondo Commemorative Plaza.
The history walk is made up of paving bricks, many of which now contain a name, a
memory, an address. The sisters also put many of their family members and their
childhood home address on the bricks.
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Howard Scroggins said he used to live above this mom and pop store and so he
photographed an old photo of the store next to its brick at the Rondo
Commemorative Plaza in St. Paul Wednesday, Oct. 16, 2019. This is the second
year the community has celebrated the bricks and their messages as part of an
e ort to preserve Rondo history. (Jean Pieri / Pioneer Press)
Community members are able to purchase bricks and put messages on them as part
of an e ort to preserve the spirit of the neighborhood, which was the heart of St.
Paul’s black community until the construction of Interstate 94.
On Wednesday evening, a celebration was held to honor the new bricks that were put
onto the history walk at Concordia Avenue and Fisk Street. About 75 people gathered
to listen to live music, share stories and celebrate the neighborhood.
As the two sisters stood over their newly laid bricks, they reflected on growing up in
the Rondo community. They said people looked out for one another.
“I wish my children could grow up in a community like this,” Jones Kennon said. “You
don’t realize how special something is until it is gone.”
The community was a huge family. Everyone was close-knit, her sister added.
The bricks along the history walk are meant to provide a shared history of Rondo
Avenue and the adjacent neighborhood.
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Rondo Commemorative Plaza opened in July 2018, and this is the second year people
in the community have been able to purchase bricks and put personal messages on
them. Marvin Anderson plans to continue the tradition until they run out of bricks.
“We are going to have to find another way for people to participate,” he said.
The once-thriving Rondo neighborhood was razed in the 1950s and ’60s when I-94
was built through the middle of it. Many people lost their businesses or were forced to
move out of their homes to make room for the freeway.
Jennifer Cobb Bangoura remembers hearing about how her grandmother refused to
leave her home when the interstate was being built. Authorities eventually shut o
her electricity and water to get her to leave.

Melvin Carter (the mayor’s father), le , Joel Brown (with wife Rebecca), center, and
Pamela Martin (with granddaughter Leilah) raise their hands to indicate they are
Rondo neighborhood elders. (Jean Pieri / Pioneer Press)
Today, Cobb Bangoura’s family has put messages on numerous bricks along the
history walk to help preserve their story.
“I am feeling nostalgic today,” she said. “Today is an example of how strong this
community is.”
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The bricks are part of an e ort to preserve the neighborhood and its identity as a
cultural center. The Reconnect Rondo organization is also looking to design a “land
bridge” that would connect the two parts of Rondo that are now separated by I-94.
During the Wednesday event, attendees were able to view potential designs for the
bridge — spanning the freeway between Lexington Parkway and Dale Street — and
provide feedback on it.
“Some say Rondo perished with Interstate 94. … It did not perish. This is a
renaissance,” said Toni Carter, a Ramsey County commissioner and the mother of St.
Paul Mayor Melvin Carter.
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